1. Hello Jarkko and welcome back to Romania! How much did it past since you’ve been here? 
I've been here two times last year, to drive with “Rally School” customers and before that there was an one year brake.

2. What you’ve been up to since your last visit in Romania? Where have you been racing lately? 
After Romania 2009 I drove 2012 in “Finnish Rally Championship” with Skoda S2000. It was really nice and it went OK, but not like I wished for. At the end of the year we where close to have silver medal, but the only technical problem we had in this year, hit us on last day of last rally and we where 4th overall. Last year I took part in one race at Slovenia with Mitsubishi at Rally Idrija. We had technical retirement at stage 3.

3. We know that you owe “Rally Drive Finland”, a racing driving school. How do you manage your new position as a rally instructor? 
Actually we have changed company name for “Rally Promotion Finland”. I’ve been a coach for 10 years as we used to operate a rally circuit called “Rally Center Finland” in the East of Finland from 2001-2007. Coaching is fun and sometimes really challenging and the good thing is that I can keep my driving skills at least a bit up to date by driving every now and then. The only minus at my work is that it is sometimes a bit dangerous as accidents do happen every now and then.

4. Besides Vali Porcisteanu and Dragos Dinu which took the courses in Finland, did you trained other Romanian drivers? 
Well, I do not want to mention all my customers without their permission, but I should thank Mr Catalin Berari for visiting my school few times in Finland and then bringing me to “Iasi Rally” in 2007 for coaching purposes. Then he gave his training car to race for us and next year, we came back to do whole championship.

5. What are the differences between driving schools from Romania and the one you owe in Finland? 
 I don’t know how Romanian schools operate so I can not judge them. What I can say, is that in Finland we have some much better training possibilities, mentioning the variety of roads and tracks, safety of roads,  condition of roads… Basically I can choose road or track according customers needs or skills and build a program on this. The driving places I use are always in good condition and roads are well closed and organized.  I like working with our own Subaru rally cars as I know they are in good condition and well serviced- (which does not mean that Romanian cars are not).

6. Last weekend you were in Romania to train Dragos and Sebi Stanciu. With Dragos you made some small adjustments to his driving style, but how were the things with Sebi?  
I think I was able to give him good basic advice for driving on gravel. I tried his car and noticed right away, that car needs some adjusting and Colina did all they could at forest conditions to change set up. Our test road was for biggest limitation, giving more advices and analyzing Sebi’s driving, which does not suite for beginner trainings. If road is narrow, fast and rocky, it is not place for teaching basics of rally driving. 

7. Unfortunately the day ended with a crash. What happened?
Sebi took right corner a bit too inside and we fly over the road to a bank and started rolling or whatever from there. It was a normal situation for an inexperienced driver who think we carry too much speed to this corner and steered too much inside. Too bad we ended well started session like this.

8. What are your plans for the future? ( except fishing  ) 
I want to develop our company further and make my living out of rally related things. I keep my eyes and ears open for driving places in few different series, but I am not collecting huge budgets to get a seat, at least not at the moment.

9. What do you think about the Romanian “National Rally Championship”? Did you stayed up to date with what is happening here? Who do you think will take the win this year? 
I have followed it a bit and it looks very good with top drivers from many countries. It is good for Romanian drivers, because if there is a hard competition, the local drivers have to keep on pushing harder and harder. It is nice for spectators that there will be many S2000 cars, but for normal competitors this trend is not so nice, as these cars are pretty expensive to maintain. I hope this does not lead to a situation, that everyone has to have S2000 to make good results and then at the end of the day everybody are out of budget and people stop driving... 

10. If someone would invite you to race in Romania, would you do it? 
I think YES, when team and management would be from professional team.

11. If you have something to say for the Romanian fans, feel free to do it? I remember year 2008 and 2009 with great warmth as I enjoyed driving and everything else about Romania. I hope people are still interested in rallying and this nice sport could grow and attract more new drivers and spectators.
